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ITEMS OF HOME INTELLIGENCE. 

In the promotion of such a cause as ours, a great deal is done of which no 
record is kept, and no account can or should be given. We have seldom 
blown a trumpet either before or after us ; nor have we wished or permitted 
our friends to blow one for us ; and we have studiously concealed, when we 
could, our own agency in starting, or keeping at work, some of the most 
important influences in furtherance of our enterprise. There is already in 
existence machinery enough for our purpose ; nearly all we need or desire, 
is a right direction of its power ; and hence we have been silently endeav- 
oring all along to enlist in our cause the press and the pulpit, the church, 
the school and the fireside, as able, if disposed, to do, at very little expense 
of money or time, all that will be necessary for the ultimate accomplishment 
of our whole design, the diffusion of such influences as shall exorcise the 
war-spirit from every Christian community, revolutionize their present war- 
sentiments, and thus put an end both to war and the war system. "We con- 
gratulate our friends on the readiness and cordiality with which good men 
are coming to our aid ; nor is»it presumptuous, from present indications, to 
anticipate the day as not far distant when the pulpits and presses, the 
churches and schools of our country will all, or nearly all, lend us their 
spontaneous and effective co-operation. 

The Press on Peace. — From the presses to which we have sent our 
request for co-operation, we are receiving almost daily responses of cor- 
diality and encouragement. We thank them for these responses, and trust 
they will cheerfully lend us the aid we ask ; a species of co-operation which 
will cost them nothing at all, but will render our cause a service which no 
other agency can possibly perform. We are glad, also, to see so many of 
our newspapers taking up the subject of peace in their own way ; decidedly 
the best way both for them and for us. 

Agencies. — We regret that Mr. Foster has been obliged to withdraw 
from our service for the present ; but we trust we shall not lose*at any time 
the benefit of his individual labors for the cause, and shall eventually see him 
again in the field with his whole heart and soul. We hope, moreover, he 
will be able, while attending to other duties in an influential section of our 
country, to attempt something in our behalf ; and we would, in that case, 
bespeak for him quite as favorable a reception as if he went forth under an 
express commission from our Society. 

From various quarters we receive encouraging echoes, — from the interior 
of New York, from different parts of New England, and from distant sec- 
tions of our wide-spread republic. The proofs are now multiplying upon us, 
that the pioneers of this cause did not labor in vain ; for the seed sown during 
the last thirty years, is obviously germinating all over the land, and promises 
ere-long a rich and glorious harvest. 

Rev. E. W. Jackson has been selected to bring our cause before the min- 
isters of his own church in particular. He entered on this service near the 
first of March, and brought the subject, with very favorable results, before 
the Baltimore Conference of Methodist Ministers at their late session in Bal- 
timore. From one of the daily papers of that city, we learn that Mr. Jackson 
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addressed the Conference on the subject ; and that, at the close of his 
remarks, resolutions strongly in favor of this great and truly Christian enter- 
prise, were offered by the Rev. Mr. Ward of Washington city, and passed 
with entire unanimity. We shall of course publish these resolves ; but, as 
Mr. Jackson is to visit a series of Conferences, we think best to wait awhile. 

We are much encouraged by these indications among our Methodist 
friends. They are the most numerous denomination among us ; they over- 
spread the whole land, and wield a powerful and almost omnipresent influ- 
ence. Let only the ministers of that church all take hold of this subject in 
earnest, and they would ere-long mould and move the nation. Nor can we 
doubt that they will thus take hold of it sooner or later ; and the partial 
reports already received from Mr. Jackson, strongly tend to confirm these 
hopes. He has been as far south as Richmond, Va., has every where met 
a kind reception, and has found a spirit of favorable inquiry awake, and a 
disposition among the conductors of the Methodist press to publish on the 
subject. This last hint we shall promptly take, and turn to as large account 
as possible. 

The volunteers in this cause are increasing fcoth in numbers and in zeal. 
We might mention several who deserve our warmest commendation and 
thanks ; but we must content ourselves for the present with a passing refer- 
ence to the " Learned Blacksmith," the gifted and eloquent editor of the 
Christian Citizen, at Worcester,. Mass., whose excellent weekly {only one 
dollar a year) is doing more, far more for this heaven-inspired cause than 
any other paper in the land. Our Secretary, in a late visit to Philadelphia, 
learned that our friend had been lecturing on the subject with great accept- 
tance, not only in that city, but at several places in the vicinity. We have 
heard of similar labors by him in various other directions ; and a few such 
co-workers scattered through the land, would ere-long wake the nation to 
this momentous subject. 

Our Secretary, in February and March, visited Philadelphia, Newark, in 
New Jersey, and in New York, Troy, Albany, and the city of New York. 
In all those places, as in most others, there is need only of proper effort to 
awaken a deep, active and efficient interest in the cause. The public mind 
is decidedly favorable ; and a right and full presentation of its'claims would 
doubtless call forth a hearty response. 

PETITION OF THE NEW YOEK PEACE SOCIETY. 
To the Honorable Senate and Assembly of the State of New York, now in 

Session. 

The undersigned, in behalf of the New York Peace Society, respectfully 
present the following Petition : , 

The friends of humanity in this country, in England, and on the continent 
of Europe, have been jointly laboring, for nearly thirty years, to impress the 
public mind with the guilt and evils of war, to show the possibility of super- 
seding its alleged necessity, and thus lead Christian nations to adopt, as their 
permanent policy, other and better means than the sword, for the settlement 
of their disputes. Nor have these labors been altogether unsuccessful ; for, 
besides the general repose of Christendom during all this time, not a few of 
the best minds in the world have already come to the belief, that there are 
just and honorable substitutes for the sword, and that war therefore is not a 
necessary evil, but may be prevented in most, if not all cases, by wise and 
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timely measures for the amicable adjustment of difficulties between nations 
in essentially the same way as between individuals. 

We suppose there are only two ways of settling disputes, — one by volun- 
tary agreement between the parties themselves, and the other by some form 
of reference to a third party as umpire. The former calls for no legislation ; 
but of the latter there are two modes — one, occasional or stipulated refer- 
ence to umpires, and the other, a Congress of Nations appointed and empow- 
ered to decide whatever disputes might be submitted to it by two or more 
nations. 

Your petitioners would respectfully solicit the attention of your Honorable 
Bodies to both these substitutes for war, and request such action as you 
may deem best in favor, first, of having nations incorporate in all their 
treaties, a clause binding the parties, in the last resort, to settle whatever 
difficulties may arise between them, not by the sword, but by reference to 
umpires mutually chosen, and to claim, if dissatisfied with the decision, only 
a renewal or a change of reference ; and secondly, of having a Congress or 
Convention of such nations as may come into the measure, to agree upon a 
definite and authoritative code of international law, and then a High Court 
of Nations, or board of international arbitrators, to interpret that law, and 
adjudicate whatever cases might be referred to them by parties in dispute. 

On these topics, your petitioners will not here enter into any argument, 
but merely refer to what has already been published on the subject, and to 
the results of its discussion in other legislatures. Regarding war as a most 
enormous evil ; deeming it inconsistent alike with Christianity, and the true 
interests of mankind ; believing peace to be the great want of the age and 
the world ; and thinking, also, that the time has fully come, when Christian 
nations might, by proper exertions, secure this valuable boon to themselves 
through all coming time ; we respectfully, yet earnestly pray your Honora- 
ble Bodies to pass such resolves as your collected wisdom may deem best, in 
furtherance of the objects for which we plead, and transmit a copy of those 
resolves to the legislatures of other Slates, and to Congress, with instruc- 
tions to our Senators and Representatives, to use their best endeavors in 
bringing the subject to the favorable consideration of the General Govern- 
ment. 

Permit us, in conclusion, to add, that the object of your petitioners is 
regarded by all good men as a consummation most devoutly to be wished ; 
that the prospect of ultimate success is, in our view, quite sufficient to justify 
and even require the utmost exertions for its accomplishment ; that the 
present period of profound and well-assured peace through nearly all Christ- 
endom, is the best time we can possibly have for attempting in earnest such 
measures as we propose, to supersede the war-system ; and that our own 
Republic, distinguished from its origin by its endeavors, through such men 
as Franklin and Jefferson, to prevent or mitigate the evils of this custom, 
requiring a pacific policy as indispensable to its prosperity or its permanence, 
far removed from European incitements or provocations to war, embracing 
the best informed population on the globe, and wielding public opinion, 
through the pulpit and the press, with an efficacy for good unparalleled in 
the history of mankind,is pre-eminently fitted, both by position and character, 
to take the lead in this great enterprise of patriotism and universal philan- 
thropy. 

In behalf of the New York Peace Society. 

Thomas Cock, President. 

Anson G. Phelps, ) 

Charles G. Sommers, V Vice Presidents. 

Robert Aikman, ) 

Jacob Abbott, Cor. Sec'y. 

New York, February, 1845. 
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fXj 3 Petitions proposed in Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New 
Hampshire. — The Legislatures in these three States will meet this spring, 
or the first month in summer ; and we earnestly request our friends in 
each State to procure forthwith signatures to a petition like the following, 
and forward it in season al the opening of the session, to some member of the 
Legislature, loith a letter requesting his special attention to the subject. 
(Lf* We hope any person receiving this Advocate, especially if a minister 
of the gospel, will regard this paragraph as a personal call on him, either to 
do the work himself, or see that it is done as it should be. If printed petitions 
are wanted, they can be had in any number, on application to our office. 
To the Legislature of the State of 

The undersigned, electors in , deploring the manifold evils of 

war, believing it possible to supersede it by just and honorable substitutes, such as ref- 
erence to friendly powers, or to a high court of nations, or board of international arbi- 
trators, and thinking that the time has come when Christian nations may safely agree, 
by express stipulation in their treaties, to settle, by some form of reference, whatever 
difficulties may arise between them, respectfully petition your Honorable Bodies to 
pass resolutions in furtherance of the above objects, and transmit the same to the 
President of the United States, to our Representatives in Congress,and to the Legisla- 
tures of the different States for their co-operation. 

Foreign Intelligence — though on hand, must be deferred to our next 
number, which will give a pretty full report of our cause during the past 
year. 

Anniversaries — will, we trust, be unusually interesting this year. The 
anniverssry of the New York Peace Society will be held in Dr. Adams' 
Church, Broome St., New York, May 8th, Thursday, at 7 1-2 o'clock P., 
M. Chancellor Frelinghuysen, Judge Jay, and the Learned Blacksmith 
are expected to speak on the occasion. Our own anniversary will be in 
Boston, May 26, Monday, at 7 1-2 o'clock, P. M., in the Winter Street 
Church. Judge Jay is to be the orator on that occasion ; and we hope to 
have soon after, a Convention, or a meeting for discussion, at which Judge 
Jay, Dr. Channing, Elihu Burritt, Professor Brooks, and others will speak 
on topics of present practical interest to our cause. Of this meeting, how- 
ever, further notice will be given ; but we trust our friends will need no 
exhortation to a full attendance at the anniversary, especially, as questions 
of great importance are always liable and likely then to come up, and 
demand the calm, deliberate attention of all our members. 

Delegate to London. — Our excellent friend, Isaac Collins, Esq., of 
Philadelphia, one of our Vice Presidents, recently gone to England, we have 
requested to act as our Delegate to the London Peace Society at its ap- 
proaching Anniversary. 

Acknowledgments. — We promised a quarterly report of our receipts ; 
but, as circumstances compelled its omission at the close of the last quarter, 
we shall now reserve the whole for the June number, which will contain 
the Annual Report. 
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